
THE INSTITUTE 
Gwynant 

9 Shakespeare Road 
BIRCHINGTON 

July 1962 
Dear Mr Walker 
 
At last I have a chance to reply to your letter. 
 
The INSTITUTE, as you said, was used for meetings, concerts etc 
and was behind the Verger’s house [in the Square].  I held the 
Mortgage for some years, from the late 1920s till it was sold.  The 
Charity Commissioners sold it, paid off the Mortgage and invested 
the money.   
 
The Trustees draw the interest, which they administer each year 
for the benefit of Birchington people.  Mr Melanby is the Secretary 
and can give you any further information. 
 
It works very quietly.  During the War (1940-46) the W.V.S. used 
the building as a canteen.  I hope all this will help you. 
Yours sincerely 

                             Kathleen Phillips 

   Institute entrance c. 1888 

     
 
 
 
 
 

Institute Hall Map - 1878 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

31st May 1888 
Notice half the proceeds were to be donated to The Institute  

and the other half for providing a NEW PARISH CHEST 


